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Hartford, Connecticut's Capital City, is the heart of a region of a million people
and home to diverse, energetic neighborhoods and ambitious companies primari-
ly inthe insurance, medical research, and aerospace fields. It's a small city, with
all the charm and history of a place first settled in 1636, that's beginning to see a
revival with rapid development of the downtown area. In 2016, The Brookings |
Institution named Hartford and the surrounding area as one of 19 "Knowledge
Capitals” because it's one of the world's "leading knowledge creation centers,"
thanks to an incredibly well-educated and productive workforce.

Hartford has approximately 125,000 residents but draws nearly 100,000 commut-
ers into the City daily. Located along the Connecticut River, Hartford is also
strategically located about 100 miles away from New York City, Boston, and Providence. The City has a

large Puerto Rican population and the third largest West Indian population in the United States. About

half of the residents are Hispanic or Latino and about forty percent are African-American. There are also

immigrant communities from Eastern Europe, India and other countries. T hie$ h niccu |l atdudrvaelr si t y
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The largest employers are three major insurance companies, The Hartford, Aetna, and Travelers, and two
world-class hospitals, St. Francis and Hartford Hospital. Theregion is also home to companies like Unit-
ed Technologies and Cigna as well as the University of Connecticut's Health Center and the Jackson La-
boratory for Genomic Medicine.

The City also has several colleges and universities including the University of Hartford, Trinity College,
Capital Community College, and the University of Connecticut's Law School, which will be joined by a
new 3,000 student undergraduate satellite campus in downtown Hartford in the fall of 2017.

Hartford is home to arts and cultural institutions that a city many times its size would be fortunate to
have. The Wadsworth Atheneum, the nation's first public art museum, continues to showcase a broad
array of classical and modern artists and exhibitions. The Hartford Symphony Orchestra, Bushnell Thea-
tre and the Hartford Stage have long attracted top musicians and actors. In addition to those long-time
pillars of the community, there's a developing scene of young artists, partly thanks to Real Art Ways and
Theater Works, contemporary art and theater organizations. Thldar t Cou dfamu nidre @ 6i45,h e
counolr getosrtt i npuuobul sinsy/hwesp aper .

People from around the State come to the Capital City every season for sports and entertainment. In addi-
tion to the arts and culture, Hartford is home to Wolfpack hockey and Yard Goats baseball. The Univer-
sity of Connecticut Men's and Women's basketball teams regularly play games at the XL Center. The
City hosts conventions all year round at the XL. Center & the Hartford Convention Center. In the summer,
concert-goers flock to the 30,000-seat indoor-outdoor Xfinity Theatre.

The City also has rich parkland, totaling more than 1,000 acres, which include swimming pools, two golf
courses, basketball courts, various types of athletic fields, gardens, hiking trails, and a variety of other
amenities for those who enjoy the outdoors.
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