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ñOf all the Beautiful towns, it has been my fortune to see, this is the Chiefò -Mark Twain 

 

This ethnic and cultural diversity 

continues to be a prominent part of Hartford'sheritage and one of the City's greatest assets. 
 

 

 

 

The Hartford Courant,founded in 1764, is the 

country's oldest continuously published newspaper. 
 

 

 

Hartford evolved from an early agricultural economy to an important trading center on theConnecticut River. 

Coffee, molasses, and spices were distributed from warehouses in the City'sthriving merchant district. Ships 

set sail from Hartford to England, the West Indies, and the FarEast. Merchants were concerned about the risks 

of this thriving trade with fires, pirates, stonesand accidents always a threat. The insurance industry was creat-

ed when groups of merchants began to share these risks. The practice was formalized with the creation of the 

Hartford FireInsurance Group in 1810. 
 

Pioneering inventor Samuel Colt also called Hartford home.  His experiments with interchangeable parts creat-

ed the basis for today's assembly line manufacturing methods.  He employed innovative techniques in his fire-

arms manufacturing that helped make mass productionpossible and that laid the groundwork for Hartford 's pre-

eminence in precision manufacturing. 




