
of Highways 75 and 160. 
Independence consists of a 
diverse manufacturing base, 
business/education partner-
ships, and an historic down-
town area that includes a 
wide variety of retail, ser-
vice and professional busi-
nesses. In addition to being 
a great place to call home, 
Independence receives thou-
sands of visitors each year 
for its outstanding attrac-
tions, colorful scenery, and 
hometown feeling.  
 
Independence is more than 
a community...it's a lifestyle. 

Independence, Kansas is 
located in Montgomery 
County in southeast Kansas 
and has a population of 
9,846. The City has a strong 
industrial base with a home-
town atmosphere and con-
siders itself to be, in part, a 
rural community with many 
farming sites in the area 
surrounding the City.  
 
Independence has a histori-
cal downtown district which 
was named one of the first 
Main Street cities in Kansas. 
The 140 year history of In-
dependence includes pio-
neer stories (Little House on 
the Prairie), oil magnates 

(Harry Sinclair), stately man-
sions, the first lighted base-
ball stadium, the first mon-
key to go into space (Ms. 
Able), a presidential candi-
date (Alf Landon), a Broad-
way playwright (William 
Inge), a movie star (Vivian 
Vance), a TV journalist (Bill 
Kurtis), FDIC Chair (Sheila 
Bair), an academy award 
winner (Donald Burt) and 
one of Kansas' largest cele-
brations, "Neewollah" 
(Halloween spelled back-
wards). 
 
This community is òthe hubó 
of southeast Kansas strategi-
cally located at the junction 
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The City of Independence 
utilizes a Commission/City 
Manager type of govern-
ment. The City Manager is 
appointed by the Cityõs 
three-member City Commis-
sion. The City Commission is 
currently made up of Mayor, 
Rick Mott (Center) and Com-
missioners Derrill Unruh (Left) 
and Tim White (Right).  City 
Manager Paul Sasse has 
served as Independenceõs 

City Manager since 1977.   
 
The City government pro-
vides a full array of tradi-
tional municipal services plus 
a zoo, a library, an airport 
and utilities.  
 
Independence has a stable 
government in excellent fi-
nancial condition. There are 
139 full-time and 26 part-
time employees. The FY 

2010 total budget is 
$19,809,915 of which 
$5,975,304 is the general 
fund.  
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Legend has it that 
Independence, in 
the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, 
had more 
millionaires per 
capita that any 
place in the United 

States.  Standing 
as testimonies to 
that legend are the 
stately mansions 
and historic homes 
that line many of its 
streets. 
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