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CASSCOUNTY, MICHIGAN

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

Surface Water Wetlands

There are numerous lakes
streams and rivers in Cass
County. These natural re-
sources are widely valued
throughout the community.

of surface waters in Cass
County.

Equally as important are th

wetlands that serve to prote

the quality of waters in the
County.

Established by the Ter-
ritorial Legislature on
November 15, 1829,
and named in honor

of Governor Lewis
Cass, Cass County to-
day offers a vibrant
and thriving blend of
opportunities and life-

styles.

Located in southwest

Michigan just north of

South Bend, Indiana,
~and within a short dis-
; tance of Chicago,
Kalamazoo, Grand
Rapids, Lansing and
Detroit, Cass County is

In fact, there are 10,000 acresUnique in its ability to

satisfy the desires of
those who prefer

_ country living, lake-
~_front environments or
C smalll city life and
those who seek the
benefits that proximity
to metropolitan areas
offers --such as ac-
cess to entertainment,
education, culture and
services. The best
kept secret however,
is that residents and
visitors need not look
beyond the commu-

September 2010

ABOUTCASS COUNTYMICHIGAN

‘
3 <

R

Cass CW@%

nity to access all they
desire.

Cass County boasts
lakes, golf courses,
tennis courts, hiking
and biking trails, mu-
seums, art galleries,
libraries and restau-
rants and a broad vari-
ety of activities offer
residents and visitors
opportunities for rec-
reation and education
throughout the year.
In addition, it is home
to an excellent com-
munity college, awaré
winning schools, and
offers easy access to
two major universities

A the University of
Notre Dame and Indi-
ana University, South
Bend.

Over 50,000 people
call Cass County home
and Cass County Gov-
ernment, including
townships, villages
and the City of Dowa-
giac, are committed to
maintaining the qual-
ity of life and opportu-
nities that has make
this community so at-

tractive.

Cass County Economy
Through a varied resi-
dential, agricultural,
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Cass County, Michigan

The Cass County
workforce is trained a
mobile. 38.6% of the
workforce works in th
County and 61.4%
commutes to work in 3
of the surrounding
counties.

County

is so good that man
businesses have star
up in Cass County,
grown and stayed.
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commercial and indus-  vices as
trial base, the County well as
has, in past years, en-  employ-
joyed a relatively stable ment
economic environment. opportu-
The recent economic nities.
downturn has affected  Higher
Cass County in many of educa-
the same ways that it tion is
has affected the na- available

tional economy. In re- to

sponse, the County is County
continuing to develop residents
local strategies to con-  and oth-
tribute to economic re-  ers at
covery. Borgesd ee South-
Memorial Hospital in western
Dowagiac continues to  Michigan
provide health care ser- College.

Finally, in addition to es-
tablished industrial parks
in Dowagiac, Cassopolis
and Edwardsburg, the
County possesses other
sites which have nearby
rail and highway access.
Based on the 2000 cen-
sus, there are 19,676
occupied housing units in
the County. Of these
units, 81.9% or 16,106
are owner occupied.
Southwest Michigan has
one of the most afford-
able housing markets in
the nation.

THE COUNTY

administration, hu-
man services, public
member elected and mental health ser-
Board of Commission- vices, document ad-
ers. The Board serves ministration, mainte-
as the
making and legislative and drains, residential
body. The Board ap- nursing home and
points the County Ad- other services. The
ministrator/Controller.  County employs ap-
Board members are
elected on a partisan
basis, by district, to
two-year terms with all
members elected
every two years. The
Chairperson serves for
a oneyear term.

Cass County is gov-
erned by a 15

and has a FY10 total

The County provides a
diverse range of ser-
vices including law
enforcement, justice

proxi mately

budget of
$14,569,971. Cass
County has benefitted
from sound fiscal man-
agement and with its

C o ¥ n mawcé of roads, parks y non-automobile driven

economy, is currently in
strong financial condi-

tion.
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