
HISTORY   

Warrensburgôs history dates to 1833 when Martin Warren arrived 

from Kentucky and settled along the Osage Indian Trail.  In 1838, 

the growing village was named the Johnson County seat by 

Daniel Boone and other early Missouri leaders.  With the arrival 

of railroad service in 1864, a thriving commercial district was 

established aided by nearby sandstone quarries. 

One of the most celebrated figures from Warrensburgôs past is 

actually a hunting dog named Old Drum.  Future United States 

Senator George Vest coined the phrase ñmanôs best friend is his 

dogò in an 1870 Johnson County court case during an eloquent 

speech as the attorney for a plaintiff whose favorite dog was shot.  

Mr. Vestôs speech has been cited as one of the greatest in the 19
th
 

century.  A statue of Old Drum along with Mr. Vestôs speech, 

Tribute to a Dog, currently resides on the Courthouse lawn in 

Warrensburg. 

 

 

For additional information about Columbia and its Police 

Department, please visit www.gocolumbiamo.com.  
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ABOUT WARRENSBURG ς Warrensburg, Missouri, home to the University of Central Missouri with 11,000 students, is 

strategically located near Interstate 70 approximately 1 hour from Kansas City.  With a current US Census Bureau 

estimated population of 17,047, Warrensburg has been growing steadily in recent years within its 6.1 square-mile 

corporate boundaries. 

Warrensburg residents are in the enviable position 

ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

entertainment and the Ozark aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 

recreation while enjoying the convenience, safety 

and lower cost-of-living experienced in small-town 

America.  US Census Bureau statistics indicate that the cost of 

single-family housing in Warrensburg is 23 percent lower than the 

US average.   Unlike purely suburban areas, Warrensburg is a stand-

alone, self-contained city that has a vibrant employment base, 

active cultural scene and many civic events and activities. 

 
Additional information about Warrensburg, Missouri is available at: www.warrensburg-mo.com 

òmanõs best 

friend is his dogó 
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ECONOMY  
With a highly educated workforce, Warrensburg boasts a strong, diverse economy that tends to be recession-proof.  The 

University of Central Missouri has more than 1,700 employees.  Also, the nearby Whiteman Air Force Base which is the 

only US base site for the B-2 bomber has 7,500 employees.  Finally, Warrensburg has several manufacturing companies 

such as General Electric and EnerSys that have 

world-wide markets. 

New manufacturing facilities are currently being 

constructed iƴ ²ŀǊǊŜƴǎōǳǊƎΩǎ 150-acre industrial 

park.  When these facilities are completed, the 

industrial park will be 100 percent occupied.   

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ 

especially pleasant shopping environment with its 

ornate 19th century architecture.  The City has 

completed several streetscape projects 

downtown and has several more planned in order 

ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

already inviting appearance.  Warrensburg was 

named 1 of only 10 DREAM (Downtown 

Revitalization and Economic Assistance for 

aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛύ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ нллуΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

downtown a center for shopping, arts and entertainment.  Also, in 2008, the City of Warrensburg was designated as a 

Certified Local Government (CLG) by the National Park Service (NPS).  CLG status is a way for cities to partner with the 

NPS and State Historic Preservation Office to promote local historic preservation and receive historic preservation grants. 
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HEALTHCARE 
Warrensburg is served by the Western Missouri Medical Center 
which is a fully accredited acute care general hospital 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
US Highway 50 and Missouri Highway 13 intersect in 
Warrensburg and I-70, with close access to Kansas City, is only 
17 miles north of the city.  The community has Amtrak and 
Union Pacific rail service and air service through the University 
of Central MissoǳǊƛΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ {ƪȅƘŀǾŜƴ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ.  Also, 
bus service available through the Jefferson Bus Lines. 
 
EDUCATION 
In addition to the University of Central Missouri, the 
Warrensburg area is served by the Warrensburg R-VI School 
District.  This District has won many national and state awards 
for its academic excellence. 
 
RECREATION and CULTURE 
The community has 10 parks 

with a total of 401 acres with 

all of the typical park 

amenities including softball 

fields and tennis and basketball courts.  A Community Center offers a wide variety 

of recreational activities including a Senior Center that operates a weekday lunch 

program.  Warrensburg has 3 area golf courses and both indoor and outdoor 

swimming pools.  

The University of Central Missouri has a Performing 

Arts Series that consists of nationally renowned 

artists and entertainers.  The University also has the 

Oppenheimer Lecture Series featuring some of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƪŜǊǎΣ 

writers and political leaders.  Finally, there are many special events in the 

community including the bi-annual Wings Over Whiteman Air Show that 

attracts more than 150,000 spectators. 


